CHAPTER  II

The Pilgrim Way to Gangotri

CERTAIN anxieties attend the setting of a first camp. The
whole carefully planned system of packing becomes open to
suspicion if, on this occasion, a tent is discovered without its
attendant pegs; nor is the suspicion allayed if out of another
tent-bag there clatter enough pegs to anchor a marquee. The
porters have not been drilled in the handling of your particular
brand of tent; confusion and damage may result if you cannot
keep their zealous hands off the gear while you yourself carry
out a demonstration pitch. Indian porters seem constitutionally
slow at learning the principles of guy-ropes. Even after
repeated and patient coaching they keep reverting to their own
idea of tightening, which is to stick a peg through the ring at
the end of the line, pull hard and then force the peg into the
ground, using a stone to hammer it home if it resists. If the
adjustment of some other guy-rope causes their line to slacken,
they uproot the peg and haul on it again.

Light fabrics or aluminium pegs will not stand such treat-
ment for long; that is why tent-pitching and striking should
never be left entirely to underlings. If hasty and thoughtless
handling can be restrained, it is remarkable how small are the
effects of wear and tear even after a strenuous season. It will
have been gathered from this that I am somewhat of a fanatic
on the subject of camp technique. I have.developed so fine a
nose in this matter that I can usually smell out, better than any
African witch-doctor, the intention of pulling on a guy-line even
before the potential culprit has lifted a finger, merely by the
way he walks and looks. I believe that I should rise from my
deathbed at the sight of a tent being treated cruelly.

At Magra, a fortnight's walking lay. between us and Gaumukh,
source of the Bhagirat'hi, one of the several head waters of the
Ganges, itself the continuation of the great Gangotri glacier.
Gaumukh means Cow's Mquth. It is the Hindu custom to
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